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The Star-Spangled Banner 

 

O say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hail’d at the twilight’s last gleaming, 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight 

O’er the ramparts we watch’d were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there, 

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

 

 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

“I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the 

republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible with liberty and 

justice for all.” 

 

The “Pledge of Allegiance” of the United States is an oath of loyalty to the 

national flag and the republic of the United States of America.  It was originally 

composed by Francis Bellamy in 1892.  The Pledge was modified in 1954, adding 

the words “under God.”  

  

 

God Bless America 

by Irving Berlin 

 

God bless America, land that I love 

Stand beside her and guide her 

Through the night with the light from above 

From the mountains to the prairies 

To the oceans white with foam 

God bless America, my home sweet home 

God bless America, my home sweet home 

 
  

 

 

 

 



  

    

 

 

Agenda 

 

Reception 

Call Meeting to Order 

National Anthem* 

 

Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag* 

 

Invocation* 

 

Introduction of New Members and Special Guests 

 

Dinner Served 

Chapter Business 

Introduction of Keynote Speaker 

Speaker’s Address 

50/50 Drawing 

God Bless America* 

 

Benediction*  

 

Adjournment 

 

 

*Please Stand  

 

 

Biography 
 

Mr. John Falkenbury 

 

 
John Falkenbury has served as President and Chief Operating Officer 

for the USO of North Carolina since March 2009. He is responsible for planning, 

organizing and directing the operations of the state headquarters, six USO fixed 

centers, three satellite centers, and a mobile center in the areas in and surround-

ing Jacksonville, Charlotte, Fayetteville, and Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina. 

These base and airport centers provide a full range of services including critical 

resiliency, transition assistance, financial literacy and children’s educational 

programs; travel assistance at Charlotte Douglas International, Raleigh-

Durham, Fayetteville  and Ellis Airports; deployment and homecoming 

operations; internet and video link access; military and civilian community 

outreach programs; Fallen and Wounded Warrior escort services; holiday 

feasts; and extensive morale-boosting activities. 

With over 35 years’ experience in demanding corporate and military 

environments, he has successfully created business growth and operational 

successes through sound business management, organized strategic 

communications and marketing, and motivational leadership.  Lieutenant 

Colonel (Retired) John Falkenbury served more than 20 years in the U.S. Army 

with assignments throughout the United States and in Germany. 

 

  The third-generation career military officer received a bachelor’s 

degree in history from The Citadel and earned his master’s degree in 

management from Webster University in St. Louis, MO.  In addition, he is a 

graduate from the Defense Information School, the U.S. Marine Corps Command 

and Staff College, and the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College. 

 

An adjunct faculty member in the University of North Carolina’s 

Charlotte Department of Communication Studies, an on-air military analyst for 

WBT-AM and a credentialed military consultant and frequent guest for News 14 

Carolina also adorns his resume.  He also established and operated the first 

North Carolina division of Fleishman-Hillard International Communications. 

 

He currently serves on the board of The Brigadier Foundation and the 

School of Humanities and Social Sciences at The Citadel, and the Carolinas 

Freedom Foundation’s Advisory Board. 

 

He has been married to his wife, Barbara, for 32 years and is the father 

of Jamey and Catherine. 
 

 


